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THE GREAT POWERS AFTER THE END OF
THE COLD WAR. RUSSIA IN THE FIRST
DECADE OF THE XXI* CENTURY
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Abstract: After the end of the Cold War and the disintegration of the Soviet
Union in December 1999, the Russian Federation became its successor at the
international level. In the last decade of the XX™ century, Russia experienced a
transition process that did not deliver the expected results, and, consequently,
entered a deep economic crisis that lasted almost all of the 1990s, starting to
show signs of recovery only after 1999. Russia expressed its desire to become
strong, to develop a democratic state, and a market economy. This was done in
its specific way, according to its historical traditions. After 2000, President Putin
and his staff implemented reforms leading to recovery and growth in three main
areas: economy, military, and politics. This led to Russia’s resurgence at the
international level. The main economic reforms were: a significant expansion of
public property, economic reorganization, controlled promotion of Russia in the
global economy, etc. With regard to the military, Russia considered that the main
priority was to permanently develop its traditional military potential and,
particularly, its nuclear potential. From a political point of view, Russia
considered that the status of great power is very important for its independence
and security, for its European and global influence; while internally, Russia
created a strong state (gosudarstvennos?).
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Rezumat: Dupi sfirsitul Rizboiului Rece si dezmembrarea Uniunii Sovietice in
decembrie 1991, Federatia Rusa a devenit succesoarea acesteia pe plan
international. In ultimul deceniu al secolului XX, Rusia a cunoscut un proces de
tranzitie care nu a dat rezultatele asteptate i a intrat intr-o criza profunda care a
durat de-a lungul anilor 90, incepind sd-si revind numai dupd 1999. Rusia a dorit
sa fie puternicd, sa dezvolte un stat democratic si o economie de piatd. Aceste
lucruri au fost realizate intr-un mod specific, in conformitate cu traditiile sale
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istorice. Dupa anul 2000, presedintele Putin si colaboratorii sii au efectuat o serie
de reforme care au condus la revenirea si cresterea Rusiel in trei domenii de
activitate importante: economic, militar §i politic. Aceasta a dus la afirmarea
Rusiei pe plan international. Principalele reforme economice au constat in
extinderea semnificativi a proprictitii de stat, precum si organizarea si
promovarea controlata a Rusiei in economia mondiald. In ceea ce priveste
domeniul militar, Rusia a considerat ca prioritate reinnoirea si dotarea fortelor
armate, dezvoltarea potentialului militar clasic si, in special, a potentialului
nuclear. Din punct de vedere politic, Rusia a considerat ca statutul de mare
putere este foarte important pentru independenta si securitatea ei, pentru
influenta sa in Europa si pe plan mondial; in timp ce pe plan intern, ea a contruit
un stat puternic (gosudarstvennost).
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